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Administration of George W. Bush, 2005 / Apr. 19 

Remarks on the Election of Pope Benedict XVI 
April 19, 2005 

Laura and I offer our congratulations to 
Pope Benedict XVI. He’s a man of great 
wisdom and knowledge. He’s a man who 
serves the Lord. We remember well his 
sermon at the Pope’s funeral in Rome, how 
his words touched our hearts and the hearts 
of millions. We join with our fellow citizens 
and millions around the world who pray 

for continued strength and wisdom as His 
Holiness leads the Catholic Church. 

Thank you all. 

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:31 p.m. on 
the South Lawn at the White House upon 
arrival from Springfield, IL. 

Statement on the 10th Anniversary of the Oklahoma City Bombing 
April 19, 2005 

The 10th anniversary of the Oklahoma 
City bombing takes us back to the terrible 
tragedy that touched all Americans and 
took the lives of so many from Oklahoma 
City. We remember the malice that led 
to the death of 168 innocent people in the 
Murrah Federal Building. For the survivors 
of this crime and for the families of the 
dead, the pain goes on. We also remember 

the many acts of courage and kindness we 
saw in the midst of that horror. Oklahoma 
City will always be one of those places in 
our national memory where the worst and 
the best both came to pass. We pray for 
the lives that were lost that day, and we 
pray for their families. We ask God for 
strength and peace for those who lost so 
much. 

Message on the Observance of Passover, 5765 
April 19, 2005 

I send greetings to those observing Pass-
over, beginning at sundown on April 23. 

This celebration marks the historic exo-
dus of the Israelites from Pharaoh’s oppres-
sion more than 3,000 years ago. During 
Passover, Jews around the world gather 
with family and friends to share the story 
of God’s deliverance of the Israelites from 
slavery to freedom. Through songs and 
prayers, they remember the blessings and 
mercy of a just and loving God. By passing 
this story from generation to generation, 
they teach the triumph of faith over tyranny 
and celebrate God’s promise of freedom. 

The lesson of this story is timeless and 
reminds us that even in the face of strug-
gle, hope endures. As we work to bring 
hope to the oppressed, we recall the words 
of the Psalmist, which are read at the Seder 
meal: ‘‘This is the day the Lord has made; 
let us rejoice and be glad in it.’’ 

Laura and I send our best wishes for 
a joyous Passover. 

GEORGE W. BUSH 

NOTE: An original was not available for 
verification of the content of this message. 
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